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Stansfield Annual Parish Meeting 21st May 2014 

STANSFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Stansfield Annual Parish Meeting 21st May 2014  

 

PRESENT:  Mr R Evans (Chairman), Mrs S Douglas Pennant), Mr T Lang, Mr G Johnson Houghton, Mrs J 
Ballard,  District Councillor Mr P Stevens and Suffolk County Councillor Mrs Mary Evans.  
 
IN ATTENDANCE:     4 members of the public   
    

APOLOGIES:  Apologies were received from Mr Paul Long, Gemma O’Shea, Family and Communities Adviser for St 
Edmundsbury Borough Council, and Philip Dennis 

 

1. Approval of the minutes of last year’s Annual Parish Meeting held on Friday 17th May 2013 
 The minutes of the meeting held on Friday 17th May 2014 were confirmed and signed as correct by the Chairman.  
 

2. Report from the Safer Neighbourhood Team  (given to the Parish Council meeting earlier and relayed by 
the Chairman) 

In the last year there have been 2 crimes of note. These were: 
a) theft of heating oil from Pippin Post Close 
b) theft of meat from a local farm before Christmas 
 
The police have had some success in arresting heating oil thieves in Stradishall.  Regarding a local dangerous dog 
issue, the gate and fencing have now been secured as requested, and the owner has signed a community 
resolution to state that the garden will be secured, and the dog will be kept under control. 
 

3. Report from Councillor Mary Evans 

This has been a challenging year for the County Council, and in particular they are aware that they need to do 
more to raise school attainment.  
 

Regarding highways, they are aware that the contract for road repairs has not always worked smoothly, and they 
would like to do more permanent repairs instead of temporary ones, but apparently water is more of a threat to the 
roads than ice, and there has been a significant level of rainfall.  They are working to ensure that road closures are 
notified and signposted, and Councillor Evans asked the public to inform her if they are aware of problems. 
 

Regarding bus services, there is a problem of a co-ordinated service across all the villages to BSE.  The council 
recognise that there is a huge amount of unmet need. 
 

Broadband speeds, there is a public meeting with Peter Ingram, consultant on Better Broadband on 11
th
 June at 

7.30pm. 
 

4. Report from Councillor Peter Stevens 
Councillor Stevens presented his report.  He also spoke about the following:  

 Due to government restrictions necessitating savings, the Borough Council has virtually halved their staff.  
Next year they have to lose a further £2.6million which will be a challenge but they are determined not to 
lose frontline services.  They are holding focus groups to enable people to put their own views as to where 
the savings should be made, and Rachel Mann has offered to come out to villages to explain the Borough 
Council's budget setting process. 

 He is responsible for Waste, Rural Affairs and Property, and stated that he was keen to ensure the three bin 
fortnightly collection is retained.  The new waste facility is opening at Great Blakenham in the autumn, and is 
planning to grow 50 acres of tomatoes using spare heat from the waste process.  He is also aware of the 
useful income that villages gain from their bottle banks and is keen to retain them.   

 He feels that SEBC has made progress, with the determination of Stansfield, in reducing the intrusion of 
pylons, wind turbines and solar panel fields. 

 The local plan is currently with the Inspector, but he has pushed for small incremental development in 
villages over the next twenty years, to be allowed and included.  Policy DM28 on small village development 
has been brought forward and Stephen Wood, Head of Planning, is happy to come and talk to villages. 

 Councillor Stevens finished by mentioning the new Local Community Grant system, and the introduction of 
locality funding available from borough councillors, although there is an emphasis on villages helping 
themselves.  Help with procurement is also available from SEBC. 

 

Questions:  Councillor Stephens responded to a query regarding the current allowance in Vision 31 for small scale 
development in villages by saying that it was the red line Housing Settlement Boundary which currently means 
Stansfield would be  unable to build in the village. 
 

 

6. Chairman’s Report  
Richard Evans entitled his report ‘The Year of David and Goliath’, stating that it had been a remarkable year for 
Stansfield Parish Council.  He then took the audience through the way in which the village was made aware  of an 
application to erect a 100 metre  high wind turbine at Wales End Farm.  
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The Council was not made aware of the application at the time, but following considerable lobbying by the village 
and Parish Council, supported by the press, the application was withdrawn, and there was agreement by the 
Borough Council that in future they would inform parish councils from the beginning, of any  planning applications 
of this nature. 
 

Richard Evans continued on the subject of the Council’s planning document on housing for the future, Rural Vision 
2031, thanking Trevor for his invaluable assistance in formulating responses to allow communities to evolve as 
they have done through the centuries.  This view now appears to be upheld by Central Government who have 
issued new planning guidance stating ’all settlements can play a role in delivering sustainable development in rural 
areas….and so blanket policies restricting housing development in some settlements and prevent other settlements 
from expanding should be avoided’. 
 

He also expressed a desire for less process and more time to discuss village issues. 
 

7. Report on the village hall by Mr Trevor Lang 
Trevor Lang reported that the village hall had held a number of very successful events during the year, including a 
quiz night, plant sale and the recent cookery demonstration.  The hall still has outside bookings, with a wedding 
booked for this weekend. 
 

The next event is the fete, and also planning is being resumed for the next stage in the development of the village 
hall. On 30

th
 August, they are holding a Call My Wine Bluff at 7pm. 

 

In answer to a query, Mr Lang confirmed that the village quilt would be restored to the hall for the fete. 
 

8. Any other issues or concerns raised by members of the public 
The issue of broadband speeds was raised, with the expectation that superfast broadband was being introduced 
into Suffolk with rural areas being addressed first, but in fact the main population centres were being done first.  A 
comment had been left by a villager on St Edmundsbury Borough Council website, and a fairly non-committal 
response received.  Councillor Stephens replied by saying that a map of timelines was available, and for example, 
Cavendish would receive the upgrade in March 2015 so it was being gradually rolled out.  He said that there is a 
public meeting with Peter Ingram, the consultant on Better Broadband on 11

th
 June at 7.30pm. 

 

Another issue was raised regarding the speed of the village magazine delivery, to which the response was that 
church service details are available on the Bansfield Benefice website, and a new magazine editor had just taken 
over, so there will be some changes. 
 

There was a request for another dog waste bin down by the path into the woods by the village sign, which was 
accepted as a useful location and will be considered by the Parish Council at their next meeting. 
 

 
The meeting closed at  9.10pm   

 
 
 
Signed …………………………………                   Dated………………………………….. 


